
Dutch Political Psychology Meeting, Spring 2026 

 

Program: 

10:30 - 10:45: Introduction round 

10:45 - 11:25 Ruth Dassonneville (Katholieke Universiteit Leuven): "Why Do Non-Rural 
Voters Reward Candidates Making Rural Appeals? A Four-Country Survey Experiment." 

11:25 - 12:05 Jakob Kasper (University of Amsterdam): "Arousal as a Core Dimension of 
Affective Polarization: Theoretical Advances and Interventions" 

12:05 - 13:05: Lunch (vegeterian & vegan; provided) 

13:05 - 13:45 Mark Brandt (Michigan State University): "The unintended consequences 
of depolarization treatments" 

13:45 - 14:25 Philipp Mendoza (Ludwig Maximilian University Munich): "Socratic 
Probing for Democratic Persuasion - How to Make the Case for Democracy" 

14:25 - 15:15 Poster session & coffee break  

15:15 - 15:55 Honorata Mazepus (University of Amsterdan): "Empowering leaders or 
trading-off democracy? A comparative study of citizens’ attitudes towards liberal 
democracy and democratic transgressions" 

15:55 - 16:35 Ashay Deshpande (University of Groningen): "Do Conversations Amplify 
Tipping Points? Political Talk and Collective Action in the Run-Up to the 2026 Hungarian 
National Elections" 


